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October marks Fire Prevention Month, a nationwide reminder that protecting our homes, 
workplaces, and neighborhoods begins long before an emergency ever sparks. The goal is 
simple but powerful: build habits today that prevent tragedies tomorrow. At its heart, Fire 
Prevention Month is about awareness—understanding how fires start, how quickly they 
spread, and how small steps can dramatically reduce risk.

Across the country, fire departments use this month to highlight the everyday actions 
that keep families safe. Checking smoke alarms, practicing home escape plans, and 
staying mindful in the kitchen remain the most effective ways to prevent fires. According 
to the National Fire Protection Association, cooking fires continue to be the leading cause 
of home fires, yet they are also among the most preventable. A moment of attention can 
make all the difference.

Fire Prevention Month is also a chance to celebrate the firefighters and first responders 
who dedicate their lives to protecting our communities. Their work underscores why 
prevention matters: every avoided fire is a saved life, a spared home, and a safer 
neighborhood.

As you move through the month, consider taking a few minutes to review your own 
safety routines. Test alarms, clear clutter from exits, and talk with your family about what 
to do if a fire occurs. These small steps create a culture of safety that lasts all year.

            

Fire Prevention Month: 
A Season for Awareness, Action, and Community Safety



Check out nfpa.org for 
Safety Tips this October!







5

Thank you for dropping by to see our 
team at NCES at the Niagara County Fair! 

Did you spot Sparky? 
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Popular new swag at our table this year…
Hacky sack!



On August 20th, staff from 
Emergency Services participated 

at the Pre-K & Kindergarten 
Jamboree at Niagara Falls High 
School Field House where they 
offered free child ID cards for 
new pre-k and kindergarten 
students. Of course the visit 
wasn’t complete without an 

appearance from Sparky!
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25 Years since the 9/11 
attacks on America

Chief Luca Quagliano, City of Lockport FD, and Fire Coordinator Jonathan Schultz, reflect 
on the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attack on the United States of America at a 
remembrance ceremony in the City of Lockport overlooking the Erie Canal. Chief 
Quagliano vouched and encouraged the younger generation to continue this traditional 
ceremony forever to never forget.
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Firefighter One 
Graduation- 2026

On Wednesday, August 19th, Lewiston #2 Fire Department 
hosted our Firefighter One Graduation. On behalf of Director 
Schultz, the staff at NCEM, and our New York State Fire 
Instructors, congratulations to the graduates from the 2026 
Firefighter One classes. We are proud of your service and 
commitment to your companies and communities. Keep up the 
good work and thank you for all that you do. 
Thank you to Lewiston#2 Fire Company for hosting the 
graduation and providing refreshments!
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Homes spared as tornado 
touched down in Olcott

Follow the yellow line that outlines the path of the tornado “swirl marks in the field” 

National Weather Service met with Jon Schultz, Director of Emergency Services at Krull Park 
one day following a severe supercell thunderstorm. After completing a damage survey in Krull 
Park, National Weather Service confirmed a tornado made landfall in Olcott on September 2, 
2026 at 6:07PM. It was given a rating of EF1 with an estimated peak wind of 105 mph, a width 
of approximately 70 yards, and path length of 0.67 miles. 

For safety information 
on tornado events visit 
the National Weather 
Service (QR Code below)

Director Schultz would like to remind residents the importance 
of understanding WEA’s (Wireless Emergency Alerts)



Jon Schultz has been full speed ahead with his unceasing advocacy to ease the topic of 
mental health importance amongst first responders. He and some of the Critical Incident 
Support Team (CIST) members delivered a presentation titled, The Calls We Carry, at the 
National Homeland Security Conference (NHSC) in Louisville, KY in August. The 
presentation starts with Jon’s shared experiences and struggles, then leads to the focus of 
breaking the stigma and learning key indicators to look for amongst all our first responders. 
In conclusion, it provides detail to how his office worked to develop the Critical Incident 
Support Team, what it took to get the program operational and how it is working 
successfully in our county for our first responders. 
Upon Jon’s return from the NHSC, he, alongside Dave Budz, from OpOverwatch, 
interviewed on LCTV to deliver an emotional and powerful story of how he responded and 
ultimately powered through his own trauma. 
In recent weeks, Jon presented The Calls We Carry at the Disaster Preparedness 
Commission Conference and won’t stop there. The topic of mental health for first 
responders is growing and one by one we are turning skeptics into believers that ‘It’s Okay 
to not be okay. You are not alone! 
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Welcome, Becky!

Niagara County EMS is happy to welcome a temporary EMT to 
our team! Within just a few weeks, Becky has completed all 
necessary training to officially join her platoon on September 
28th as we begin the fall season. Becky has a background in 
commercial EMS and volunteer Fire/EMS.
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Upcoming Events:
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Wendelville Vol. Fire Company
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5574 NIAGARA STREET EXT                                716-438-3171                
LOCKPORT, NY 14094 

NCEM@NIAGARACOUNTY.GOV

HTTP://WWW.NIAGARACOUNTY.GOV/FIRE

NIAGARA COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES

DOWNLOAD TODAY and share with friends and family 

PREPARE NIAGARA
An app developed by our office to help communicate 
to the Niagara County community in the event of an 
emergency to keep the public safe and informed.

https://apps.myocv.com/share/a58414094 

Total App users 8,997 (and counting)

Our next newsletter will be going out on October 1st, 2026. If you 
would like to have an article published please feel free to get into 
contact with us at NCEM@niagaracounty.gov and we will get 
everything put in accordingly. We kindly ask that all articles be 
received no later than two week’s prior to the next newsletter 
(date listed above). 

Thank you for all that you do. 

Stay safe out there! 

mailto:NCEM@niagaracounty.gov
https://apps.myocv.com/share/a58414094
https://x.com/NiagaraCountyES
https://www.instagram.com/ncemergencyservices/
https://www.facebook.com/NiagaraCountyEmergencyServices/
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